
Spelling

20th June 2017



Overview

• Welcome

• Rationale for teaching spelling

• How we teach early spelling

• No Nonsense

• Applying spelling in writing

• Ways to support at home



Why teach spelling?

• Being able to spell is a life skill

• Spelling is taught progressively across the school

• We value spelling – it needs to be applied in writing

• NC 2014 raised expectation for spelling in all year groups

• Good spelling helps other people (and the author!) read their work

• Spelling Bee to raise profile and fun of learning spellings



Phonics

• Phases 2, 3 , 4, 5 and 6.

• Pronounce ‘pure’ sounds

• Actions and ditties are used to support.
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Some definitions 

• Phoneme- Smallest unit of sound in a word.

• Grapheme- Letters representing the sound



Some definitions 

• Digraph- 2 letters making a sound (ch)

• Trigraph- 3 letters making a sound (igh)



Why do we use sound buttons?
Some sounds (phonemes) have more than one letter. 

Sound buttons allow the children to focus on the 

sounds within the word, rather than individual

letters. 



Blending

Recognising the letter sounds in a written word, for 
example

c-a-t

and synthesising or blending them in the order in 
which they are written to pronounce the word ‘cat’



Segmenting

‘Chopping Up’ the word to s p e ll it out

The opposite of blending



Teaching structure of phonics:
Revisit and review
• Practise previously learned sounds
Teach
• Teach a new sound and corresponding grapheme
• Teach blending 
Practise
• Practise reading and/or spelling words with the new phoneme
Apply
• Read sentences/stories containing new and learnt sounds
• Write words and sentences containing new letter and previously 

taught ones
• Assess



Revisit and review:

Letters and sounds bingo

http://www.ictgames.com/blendingBingo_LS.html


Teach:



Teach:

Build it



Practise:



Apply:

The knight had a fright when he 
saw a terrible sight.



No Nonsense

• Once phonics have been taught, in Year 2, children progress on to the 
No Nonsense scheme

• Developed by English Advisors

• Scheme used to ensure clear progression of words and strategies 
used to learn



Teaching sequence





Year group content

• Each year group has a revisit to previous content covered
• Prefixes and suffixes 
Prefixes are beginnings of  words that change the meaning of a word, eg
possible becomes impossible
Suffixes are endings of words – run  running
• Rare GPCs – (Rare Grapheme, Phoneme Correspondence) Words that don’t 

fit the usual spelling pattern
• Homophones
• Apostrophe
• Proof Reading
• Learning and practising spellings

So much goes into spelling – it isn’t just learning a 
list of 10 words!

















Fun Ways to learn Spellings



Fun ways to learn spellings

• Sing and Spell

• Bounce a ball and spell



Thank you for coming!

• Please fill in a feedback form before you leave

• Any questions, please feel free to come and talk with us


